
 

 

An Autumn Prayer by Frank Topping 
 

In such a place I could not speak 
For leaf and lichen declared this holy ground, 
A sanctuary. 
Sweet chestnuts were falling, 
Green, prickly spheres 
Bursting apart on leaf-layered earth. 
Acorns, pale and immature, 
Spattered the ground around the oak. 
My shoes depressed 
The rain-soaked moss and glistening grass, 
Footsteps hushed in the stillness of the trees. 
Until, passing through 
I came into the open 
And like a rich symphonic chord falling on the ears, 
My eyes were assailed with colours that sang 
Chromatic scales of gold, and yellow and amber. 
Leaves of brown and red and green 
Raised praise to their creator 
For the gift of deep and mellow autumn. 
 

Borderlines: 
 

God give me the ability to see clearly 
the border-lines in life 
and the wisdom not to cross them. 
Help me never to stray over 
the narrow lines between: 
 

Helpfulness  and interference 
Self-confidence and arrogance 
Love and possessiveness 
Enthusiasm and fanaticism 
Frankness and tactlessness 
Admiration and idolatry 
Enjoyment and excess 
Idealism and naivety 
Self-reliance and obstinacy 
Compassion and sentimentality 
Righteous Indignation and vengefulness 
Self-awareness  and self-centredness 
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So many gods, so many creeds, 
so many paths that wind and wind, 
Whilst just the art of being kind 
is all this sad world needs ! 
     Sent in by Margaret Greenwood , Rochdale. 
 

Life Tips (taken from Woman’s Weekly) 
 

“Value the game, above the prize.” 
 

“Children seldom misquote you 
they usually repeat word for word  
what you shouldn't have said.” 
 

“Don’t set things aside for a special occasion. 
Being alive is a special occasion.” 
 

“The only way to guarantee failure is by not trying.” 
 

“No-one can go back and make a new start. 
But anyone can start to make a new ending.” 

 

Prayer: 
Lord, 
Let me reflect the colours of your love. 
Let my life be bright with laughter, 
My speech be gentle, My thinking warm, 
My actions kind. 
May all I suffer or enjoy In the spectrum of my days, 
Mellow and blend: In peace, In love, In praise.  AMEN. 
 
Anne is happy to use any favourite pieces or prayers which may original 
or otherwise.  Modern published works are unlikely to be used in their 
entirety for copyright reasons.  Please send either to 14 Clifton St., 
ABERDARE CF44 7PB or by e mail “eric.anne.jones@gmail.com”  
 
 

PRESIDENTIAL VISITS for Joy Foster 
3 June 2015 Aberdare outing to Llanwnnen 
26 June  Bristol Women’s League 
19 September Bank Street Bolton Women’s League 
October Cardiff Women’s League 
21-22 October League Rally at Whalley Abbey 
March 2016 Padiham Women’s League 
March 2016 Ceredigion, West Wales League 
   
 

 

 
 
 
 

Barbara & John Clifford thank all who 
contributed articles for this issue, well done 

Welsh correspondents!. 
Deadline for Nov/Dec 2015 Letter: 27 October 

DEVOTIONS 
compiled by Anne Jones 

  

DIRECTORY  
President: Mrs Joy Foster 
   Brynmynach’  8 Unity Street 
   Aberdare  CF44 
   ✆ 01685 876597 
   email: joy.foster@talktalk.net 
 President-elect: Mrs Janet Poole 
     7 Kaymar Ct, Chorley Old Rd 
     BOLTON   BL1 6BA  
     ✆ 01204 845916 
     email: janet-poole@hotmail.co.uk 
Secretary: Mrs Susan Wildman  
     32 Bannetts Tree Crescent, Alveston,  
     Bristol, BS35 3LY  
    ✆ 01454 412993  
    email: wildman@dircon.co.uk  
Treasurer: Mrs Susan Holt  
    45 Burrswood Ave,  Limefield, Bury BL9 5HW   
    ✆ 07876 716563 
Project : send to the Project Treasurer (Eunice Smith) 
(Cheques payable to Women's League Project A/c)  
Fellowship Secretary: Miss Joyce Thompson,  
    9 Woodlands Grove, Padiham, Burnley BB12 8JT  
    ✆ 01282 771917  
Conference Secretary &  
  League Letter Payments:  
    Mrs Mary Wightman :  
    38 Sunart Street, Broughty Ferry, DD5 3HW  
    ✆ 01382 775718  
    email: marywightman1@yahoo.co.uk  
(Cheques payable to Women's League Letter Account)  
India Fund Treasurer: Rev Jean Bradley,  
   70 Springwood Ave, Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 8JA   
    ✆ 01565 754465  
(Cheques payable to General Assembly of Unitarian & 
FCC)  
Memorial Fund Treasurer: Mrs Sheena Bluer,  
    3 John Smith Gate, Barrhead, Glasgow G78 1GG  
 (Cheques payable to U.W.L. Memorial Fund)  
League Letter Editor & Distributor:  
    Mrs Barbara Clifford,  
     10 Langdale, East Kilbride, G74 4RP  
     ✆ 01355 235324  
     email: cliffordbarbara@yahoo.co.uk  
Website: www.ukunitarians.org.uk/womensleague 

 

 

 


