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 On September 4, 2010 the International Association of Liberal Religious Women (IALRW) proclaimed the Kerala Declaration For Peace, the full text of which appears below.  The IALRW called upon all members to implement and practice the principles expressed in the Kerala Declaration in their respective communities and countries.
We are a group of liberal religious women who want to change the world.  It is critical to sensitize ourselves to the voiceless and vulnerable women, children and elders in our communities, our countries and the world.  We pledge to work together to create a global society that respects the human dignity of all people. At the Kerala conference we focused on four areas for thought and action critical to achieving such a society:  

(1) Support for groups seeking to ensure freedom of religious beliefs and for those suffering persecution for their religion. 

(2) Education— promoting education equity for boys and girls and programs to redress discrimination by bringing literacy to older women. Education for peace that includes not only basic literacy but teaches non-violent conflict resolution and critical thinking. 

(3) Support for sustainable livelihoods for all (as the basis for prevention of conflict).  

(4) Interlocked with livelihoods and prevention of violence is support for the prevention of environmental degradation. We--like-minded women with the same vision, the same dreams--gathered together in Kerala and intend to walk the same path toward world peace through interfaith dialogue and cooperation.
 
WE PROCLAIM that we must find new and better ways to care about our spiritual sisters around the world, to share both our inner resources and our financial support, to grow and improve our networking skills, and to reach out to one another, especially those in impoverished and difficult circumstances.
 
We are inspired by the U.N. Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).  CEDAW defines discrimination against women as any distinction or restriction made on the basis of sex which has the effect or purpose of impairing the recognition, enjoyment or exercise of human rights.  Article 2 mandates nations to condemn discrimination in all its forms and to ensure that national legal frameworks embody the principles of equality between men and women.
 
We are also inspired by the U.N. Security Council, Resolution 1325, that protects human dignity and mutuality in decision-making.  The resolution states the importance of equal participation of women in decision-making for the advancement of solutions for the world’s crises.
 
We call on all governments, including both regional and local authorities, to replicate CEDAW toward the eradication of all forms of discrimination against women.  The convention values equal partnership with men.
 
We commit ourselves to promote religious cooperation and understanding.
 
We commit ourselves to resolve conflict nonviolently.
 
We will exert influence for nations to reconsider producing/storing nuclear weapons.
 
We value nurturing empowerment for people to contribute to the greater good, rather than seeking control over others.
 
We recognize that it is important--for the well-being of all people--to respect and not destroy the earth’s ecosystem.  Good global citizenship requires living according to values that enhance the common good of all people, plants and animals, including the land, air and water--the entire living earth itself.
 
We commit ourselves to education and to educate each generation to work for the changes we are seeking. We declare that education is important for learning both facts and critical thinking, in order to engage in honest, direct egalitarian discourse.  Education prepares us to create social change and practice non-violence.
 
We call on people in all countries to promote the multi-cultural dialogue found at our Kerala conference in which people from 12 countries* and 14 religions** participated.
 
Finally, we call on all governments, intergovernmental and civil society organizations, educators, and peoples of the world to replace the law of force with the force of law.
 
 
*Canada, Germany, India, Japan, Nepal, the Netherlands, the Philippines, Switzerland, Taiwan, Tanzania, the U.K., and the U.S.A.
 
**Baha’i, Buddhism, Catholicism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Jain, Judaism, Protestant, Secular Humanism, Shinto, Sihkism, and Unitarian Universalism.
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